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discussed both professional matters, namely the dramatic
rights of some of his plays, and general human problems,
on which he expressed consistently wise and mature opinions.
In Geneva, on my way back, I got my first close-up of
the Oxford Group movement, through an old acquaintance,
Carl Joachim Hambro, Speaker of the 'Storthing', the
Norwegian parliament, his country's permanent delegate
to the League of Nations, and one of the few thoroughly
candid and constructive men in European politics. Hambro
is a living example of the fact that one can be perfectly
sincere and yet a statesman. He invited me to a luncheon
in Geneva organized by the Oxford Group, where my
neighbour, a charming British admiral, told me what mental
satisfaction he had obtained from this fine movement. When
Hambro spoke to me about some of the teachings of the
Oxford Group, such as the principle of discarding our two
principal enemies in life, vanity and fear, and when I there-
upon commented on the similarity between that very wise
doctrine and the tenets of Buddhism and Taoism, he informed
me that some of the basic ideas of the Oxford Group originated
during a conversation in a houseboat in China. This threw
light upon the ultimate relationship between some of the
spiritual treasures of the East and the Oxford Group move-
ment, which I consider to be an admirable system of populariz-
ing some of the finest Eastern thoughts.
I am convinced that decisive spiritual progress in the West
will be attained when the cultural and ethical level of the
average Western soul has caught up with the scientific and
technical dexterity of the average Western brain. The day
will come when this happens, but it will be only after the
ultimate failure of the present form of the Occidental's
approach to his environment. Then maybe the Northern,
or * Mahayana * school of Buddhist thought, with its marriage
of a higher kind of wisdom to a higher kind of charity, will
become one of the leading religions and possibly the pre-
dominating religion of our barbaric Western World.